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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.G. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the Invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



1. Claims 1. 2. 4, 6-8, 15. 28. 32 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Laflin et aL US 5,705,995. 



1.1 Regarding claim 1, Laflin discloses a method for receiving and storing 
messages for a user, comprising: 

receiving from a sending party, a message and a category designation for the 
message (figures 4 and 11; column 5, lines 31-38; column 7, lines 47-51; column 8, 
lines 8-19. 26-37); 

storing said message in a storage area corresponding to the category (figure 7; 
column 8, lines 8-19, 26-37); 
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retrieving messages from said storage area based on a clioosing category (figure 
12; column 9, line 30 to column 10, line 27); and 

presenting said messages to the user (figure 12; column 9, line 30 to column 10, 
line 27). 

1 .2 Regarding claim 2, Laflin teaches choosing from a list category designations 
(Business, Friends, Family, etc., see figure 7). 

1 .3 Regarding claim 4, Laflin teaches text message (column 9, lines 56-63). 

1.4 Regarding claim 6, Laflin teaches subscribes to information service, such as 
Sports, Stocks and News (figure 4; column 5, lines 32-34). 

1 .5 Regarding claim 7, Laflin teaches an alert signal (figure 5, step 111; column 6, 
lines 31-40). 

1 .6 Regarding claim 8, Laflin teaches a call-back number (Call Fred at 123-4567, 
figure 7, message #2 In Friends category). 



1 .7 Regarding claim 15, Laflin teaches message numbers (figure 7). 



Application/Control Number: Page 4 

10/685,359 

Art Unit: 2614 

1 .8 Regarding claims 28 and 32, Laflin discloses an apparatus for receiving and 
storing messages, comprising: 

an input controller to receive and categorize messages from a sender to obtain 
categorized messages (figures 4 and 11; column 5, lines 31-38); 

a plurality of categorized storage area for storing the messages (figure 7; column 
7, lines 47-51); and 

an access controller for receiving, from the user, a selection of at least one of 
said categorized storage area to obtain a selected categorized storage area, to 
retrieving said categorized messages from said selected categorized storage area, and 
to present said categorized messages the user (figure 12; column 9, line 30 to column 
10, line 27). 

1 .9 Regarding claim 36, Laflin teaches notifying the user of messages (figure 7). 

2. Claims 1 , 4, 5, 16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by O'Neal US 6,411,685. 

2.1 Regarding claim 1, O'Neal discloses a method for receiving and storing 
messages for a user, comprising: 
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receiving from a sending party, a message and a category designation (dialed 
telephone number or e-mail address of the recipient) for the message (figures 2a, and 
4a; column 8, lines 22-38; column 1 1 , lines 27-27); 

storing said message in a storage area (database 30) corresponding to the 
category (figure 9; column 8, lines 45-56; column 11, lines 34-36; column 15, lines 36- 
46); 

retrieving messages from said storage area based on a choosing category 
(figures 16 and 18); and 

presenting said messages to the user (figures 2b and 4b; column 9, lines 14-38; 
column 11, line 63 to column 12, line 12). 

2.2 Regarding claim 4, O'Neal teaches text and audio messages (figure 9). 

2.3 Regarding claim 5, O'Neal teaches text-to speech conversion (column 5, lines 
43-45; column 8, lines 8-10). 

2.4 Regarding claim 16, O'Neal teaches a voicemail system (figures 2a and 2b). 

2.5 Regarding claim 18, O'Neal teaches e-mail and an e-mail inherently may 
include a distribution list (To and Cc field). 
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3. Claims 1, 3, 9-35 and 37-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kamel et al. US 5.937,037. 

3.1 Regarding claim 1, Kamel discloses a method of message delivery using a 
message system, comprising; 

receiving from a party (advertiser, for example), a message and a category 
designation for the message (column 4, lines 23-40; column 7, lines 43-50; column 1 1 , 
lines 64-67; column 12, lines 1-3; column 5, lines 15-16; column 6, lines 16-17); 

storing said message in a storage area corresponding to the category (column 5, 
lines 59-64; column 7, lines 43-50); 

retrieving messages from said storage area based on a choosing category 
(column 9, lines 64-67; column 10, lines 1-11, 16-26, 55-59; column 9, lines 30-50); 

presenting said messages to the user (column 9, lines 30-50; column 10, lines 6- 

26). 

3.2 Regarding claim 3, Kamel teaches that category designation is separate from 
designation of intended recipients (column 4, lines 23-40; column 5, lines 15-16, 58-64; 
column 6, lines 16-17); 

3.3 Regarding claim 9, Kamel teaches distribution parameters (column 1 1 , line 64 
to column 12, line 4). 
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3.4 Regarding claims 10 and 14, Kamel teaches matching distribution parameters 
(column 11, line 64 to column 12, line 11; column 5, lines 15-16, 31-34; column 6, lines 
16-17). 

3.5 Regarding claims 11 and 12, Kamel teaches a message retaining period 
(expiration parameter) (column 12, lines 21-27). 

3.6 Regarding claim 13, Kamel teaches receiving distribution parameters (column 
5, lines 31-34; column 1 1 , line 64 to column 12, line 4). 

3.7 Regarding claim 15, Kamel teaches incrementing a counter for said message 
(column 19, lines 25-35). 

3.8 Regarding claim 16, Kamel teaches a voice messaging system (column 4, lines 
40-44, 55-65; figure 6A, step 624). 

3.9 Regarding claim 17, Kamel teaches: 

providing the messaging system to place a call to the party (column 10, lines 9- 
11; column 13, lines 16-24); 

providing a user to subscribe to the messaging system, including receiving future 
message from the party (column 12, lines 4-7); and 
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identifying future messages from the party (column 1 1 , line 64 to column 1 2, line 

17). 

3.10 Regarding claim 18, Kamel teaches distribution parameters (column 11. line 64 
to column 12, line 4) and a message retaining period (expiration parameter) (column 12, 
lines 21-27). 

3.1 1 Regarding claim 19, Kamel teaches matching distribution parameters (column 
11, line 64 to column 12, line 11; column 5, lines 15-16, 31-34; column 6, lines 16-17). 

3.12 Regarding claim 20, Kamel teaches a message retaining period (column 12, 
lines 21-27). 

3.13 Regarding claim 21, Kamel teaches incrementing a counter for said message 
(column 19, lines 25-35). 

3.14 Regarding claim 22, Kamel teaches a method of receiving messages, 
comprising: 

accessing a message system having a plurality of messages stored in 
categorized storage areas (queues), wherein categories of said categorized storage 
areas are independent of intended recipients of said messages (column 4, lines 23-40; 
column 5, lines 15-16, 58-64; column 6, lines 16-17); 
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choosing at least one of said categories to obtain at least one chosen category 
(column 9, line 64 to column 10, line 9); 

retrieving messages from said chosen category (column 10, lines 6-9, 24-25); 

and 

incrementing counters for said messages when said messages are retrieved, 
each of said counters associated one of said messages input to said message system 
by a party, each of said counter accessible by said party for determining a number of 
times said one of said messages is retrieved (column 19, lines 25-35, 53-55). 

3.15 Regarding claim 23, Kamel teaches placing a call to the party (column 10, lines 
9-11). 

3.16 Regarding claim 24, Kamel teaches: 

subscribing to the messaging system, including receiving future messages from 
the party (column 12, lines 4-7); and 

identifying said future messages from the party (column 1 1 , line 64 to column 
12, line 17); and 

searching each of said categories to retrieve said categories to retrieve 
messages for a subscriber (figure 5; column 9, lines 27-50). 



3.17 Regarding claim 25, Kamel teaches: 
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subscribing to the messaging system by a user, including receiving future 
messages from the party (column 12, lines 4-7); and 

identifying said future messages from the party (column 1 1 , line 64 to column 
12. line 17); 

fon/varding the messages to a personal message storage area for said user 
(column 4, lines 66-67; column 5, lines 54-58); 

searching each of said categories to retrieve said categories to retrieve 
messages for the user (figure 5; column 9, lines 27-50). 

3.18 Regarding claim 26, Kamel teaches a voice messaging system (column 4, lines 
40-44, 55-65; figure 6A, step 624). 

3.19 Regarding claim 27, Kamel teaches: 

providing the messaging system to place a call to the party (column 10, lines 9- 
11; column 13, lines 16-24); 

providing a user to subscribe to the messaging system, including receiving future 
message from the party (column 12, lines 4-7); and 

searching each of said categories to retrieve said categories to retrieve 
messages for the user (figure 5; column 9, lines 27-50). 

3.20 Regarding claims 28 and 32, Kamel discloses an apparatus for receiving and 
storing messages, comprising: 
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an input controller to receive and categorize messages from a sponsor to obtain 
categorized messages (figures 3A and SB; column 1 1 , line 64 to column 12, lines 3; 
column 4, lines 40-44); 

a plurality of categorized storage area (queues) for storing the messages 
(column 4, lines 23-40; column 5, lines 15-16, 58-64; column 6, lines 16-17); and 

an access controller for receiving, from the user, a selection of at least one of 
said categorized storage area to obtain a selected categorized storage area, to 
retrieving said categorized messages from said selected categorized storage area, and 
to present said categorized messages the user (column 9, lines 64-67; column 10, lines 
1-11,16-26.55-59): 

3.21 Regarding claim 29, Kamel teaches a voice mail system (column 4, lines 40-44, 
55-65; figure 6A. step 624). 

3.22 Regarding claim 30, Kamel teaches a voice response unit (figure 7, item 720; 
column 13, line 66 to column 14, line 2). 

3.23 Regarding claim 31, Kamel teaches subscriber databases (column 12, lines 3-7; 
column 5, lines 36-42; column 4, lines 40-44). 

3.24 Regarding claim 33, Kamel teaches a list of categories (column 5, lines 59-64; 
column 10, lines 55-58). 
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3.25 Regarding claim 34, Kamel teaches that categories are separated from 
intended users (column 5, lines 59-64). 

3.26 Regarding claim 35, Kamel teaches providing the messaging system to place a 
call to the party (column 10, lines 9-11; column 13, lines 16-24). 

providing a user to subscribe to the messaging system, including receiving future 
message from the party (column 12, lines 4-7); and 

identifying future messages from the party (column 11, line 64 to column 12, line 

17). 

3.27 Regarding claim 37, Kamel teaches placing a call to the party (column 1 0, lines 
9-11). 

3.28 Regarding claim 38, Kamel teaches distribution parameters (column 11, line 64 
to column 12, line 4), and matching distribution parameters (column 5, lines 15-16, 31- 
34; column 6, lines 16-17). 

3.29 Regarding claims 39 and 43, Kamel teaches a message retaining period 
(column 12, lines 21-27). 
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3.30 Regarding claims 40 and 44, Kamel teaches incrementing a counter for said 
message (column 19, lines 25-35). 

3.31 Regarding claim 41, Kamel teaches a voice mail system (column 4, lines 36-44, 
55-65; figure 6A, step 624). 

3.32 Regarding claim 42, Kamel teaches distribution parameters (column 1 1 , line 64 
to column 12, line 4), and matching distribution parameters (column 5, lines 15-16, 31- 
34; column 6, lines 16-17). 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Simon Sing whose telephone number is 571-272-7545. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang, can be reached at 571-272-7547. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Any 
inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 
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S. Sing 
01/08/2008 
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